Spill something in a nuclear reactor core and you

e | r . can'tjust sendin the janiter to elean if up. (Well,
, ‘ I } [ | I you can, butjust once.) What you can de, though
—over and over again—is send in remotely oper-
i ! !
Il!
|

ated robots designed by Matt Cole. At 33, Coleis

Need to Scour Out a chief engineer of Colorado-hased SA Technology,

f | : ‘ 1 T . which pulls inmore than $20 million a year mak-
| reactor core? Matt Cole ingboteor ke fcle. For akid who gt
, Ly ; . - -+ himself to weld, mill, and lathe
has a bOt for that* before he was old enough to vote,
e Alphageek MattCole e dream gig. “We do the worst,
- the hottest, the weirdest jobs,”
Cole says. Like what? For start-
ers, his creations mep up areas
that are so radioactive they’ve
been dubbed infinity reoms—take
a Geiger counter in there, and the
needle goes past 11. f1Each{ask
getsits ewn unigue bot. For exam-
ple, ifapiece of nickel lodgesina
pipe at areactor plant and turns
into the extremely radioactive and
dangerousisotope cobalt-60, Cole
and his team of engineers might
—_— — whipup anagilebot that cangoin,

! extenda telescoping arm, spray lig-
uid nitrogento cool the pipe, and
then cut away the radioactive seg-
1 ment. Other bots are designed to
plunge into giant waste tanks and
hose down radioactive materials
like cesium-137. 9 SA Technology
hots have gotten gigs at everymajor
nu¢lear weapons facility in the US
as well as most active nuclear power
plants. And because more and more
Cold War-eraweapons facilities are
being decommissioned, business is
mushrooming. —JOSHUA ZAFFOS

Perfect cocktails deserve par- GO BIG Ditch the ice tray and use a large vessel like a

fect ice—and by that we mean thizk plastic bowl or, better yet, an insulated coolar. Fill
perfectly clear ice. The apacity itwith water and stow it in the freezer. WAIT The H,0
of standard cubes is the result can take a day or sa ta solidify. Remove the mini berg
| of air bubbles and cracks that when it's solid on the outside but still has a liquid core.
| form as the last bit of water DRAIN With an ice pick, bread knife, or screwdriver,
freezes. To outwit physics, you make a hole to release the trapped water. SEGMENT

can buy an expensive restau re!nt Score a grid onto the slab of ice, then pry it apart into
Ice maker—or you can use H'II'E cubes—the ice should break cleanly alang the seams.
simple process. —Camper English  Bigger cubes are idea! because they melt more slowly.
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